Inflammatory bowel disease: dogmas and heresies.
Perception of a disease state by the practising physician is based on how easily the diagnosis can be made and how predictable the outcome of the chosen therapy is. The academic investigator perceives the same disease based on how well its cause and mechanism are understood, and how rational pathophysiology-based treatments are. Because of incomplete knowledge, neither the practising physician nor the academic investigator are comfortable in dealing with inflammatory bowel disease, and both seek help in the dogmas and heresies inevitably associated with chronic disease of unknown aetiology.